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September 21, 2015 
 
City Council of Santa Clara 
1500 Warburton Avenue 
Santa Clara, CA 95050 
MayorAndCouncil@santaclaraca.gov 
 
 Re:  Review of RFP Evaluation Results for BAREC site 
 
Dear Mayor Matthews and City Councilmembers, 
 
 With regard to the above-referenced agenda item, the Committee for Green Foothills supports the Core 
Companies proposal for the affordable senior housing project at the BAREC site. The Committee for Green 
Foothills is a nonprofit organization working to protect open space, natural resources, and farmlands in San Mateo 
and Santa Clara Counties. We urge you to select this project for its environmental benefits and community 
agriculture component, while providing the affordable senior housing needed by the City of Santa Clara. 
 
 The Core Companies proposal is the only one of the three proposals considered the “top three” by staff 
that includes a community agriculture component. The Santa Clara Valley has lost 45% of its historical 
agricultural lands to development over the years. In what used to be known as the “Valley of Heart’s Delight,” 
few places remain where urban agriculture can provide city residents with locally-sourced food, open space, and 
the opportunity to experience the value of growing their own food. 
 
 The Core Companies proposal also includes the largest amount of open space of the top three proposals 
(1.5 acres compared to 1.15 and 1.0), with rooftop landscaping providing additional green areas for residents. It 
should also be noted that the open space included in the other two proposals, based on the renderings included in 
the City staff report, appears to consist solely of grass lawns and typical landscaping plants. This type of design is 
typically water-intensive and provides only passive recreation, with none of the active participation and 
educational programming component provided by community agriculture. The ROEM proposal also appears to 
include a significant amount of paved, impervious surfaces (parking turnaround, concrete walkways) as part of its 
“open space.” 
 
 Please support the benefits of community agriculture and open space by selecting the Core Companies 
proposal for the BAREC affordable senior housing project. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Alice Kaufman 
Legislative Advocate, Committee for Green Foothills 
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